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Burke Collegiate Scholar making
a difference in our schools

. Morgantpn, NC—
Star Baughman learned how

to read from the Bible when her
mother would share stories. She still
remembers that first 'AHA' moment
when the words came together and
she could form whole sentences.
Star is now an elementary teacher
for first graders at Drexel Primary.
She is also a graduate of the first
group of Burke Collegiate Scholars.

Baughman was a sixth grader at
Drexel Elementary when she was
selected as a recipient of the first
Burke Collegiate Scholars awards
in 1989. Her mother used to say,
"Dream high, keep doing your best,
and never quit!" Baughman has
lived by those words of wisdom her
entire life. When she was enrolled in
the Burke Collegiate Scholar pro-
gram, she was determined to make
the best of her opportunities and
decided that she would be a teacher
some day to help other children
read.

Baughman stated that during her
educational years as a scholarship
recipient, she was always 'encour-
aged and motivated to do her very
best. Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College was the stepping stone
to her success. The program taught
her how to serve, to have fun, to
develop her character and to learn.
Counselors in the program were in-
volved in Baughman's education for
six years every step of the way. The
encouragement and support that
she received laid the foundation for

graduated from Western Piedmont
in 1997 with an associate in arts de-.
gree, a 3.7 GPA and was a member
of the College's chapter of Phi Theta

she always had a love of books and
reading, this job was very important
to her. She graduated from Lees
McRae with a 4.0 grade point aver-

her future. She graduated from East
Burke High School in 1995 as one
of the first Burke Collegiate Schol-
ars and enthusiastically waited for
the day she could start college. She

Star Baughman was in the first class of Burke Collegiate
Scholars and now teaches 1st Grade at Drexel Primary

Kappa, which is the national honor age and highest honors.
"There are so many children who.

don't have educational opportuni-
ties, strong family bonds or a solid
support system," says Baughman.
"It was an honor to be recognized,
picked up, lifted out, and set aside
so that my dreams could be made
possible. I will never forget the gen-
erosity of all those kind people who
donated money towards my schol-
arship, and want to thank everyone
who continues to support the Col-
lege and its programs."

society for community college stu-

"It was an honor to be recognized,
picked up, lifted out, and set aside so that

my dreams could be made possible."

dents. While working towards her
bachelor's degree in elementary ed-
ucation from Lees McRae College,
Baughman was employed at West-
em Piedmont in the library. Because


